
Newport Mesa Lodge No. 604
Free and Accepted Masons
1401 E. 15th St.
Newport Beach, CA 92663-5301
949-515-8788

Newport Mesa Lodge Dinner & Stated Meeting

What:  Dinner, King Solomon Meeting, and Stated Meeting

Where: Newport Mesa Lodge No. 604
  1401 E. 15st Street
  Newport Beach, CA 92663-5301

When:  Wednesday, December 5th, 2018
  6pm Dinner
  7pm King Solomon Meeting with our Stated Meeting to follow

Who:  All members of our lodge including their friends and family are welcome
  to join us for the Dinner and King Solomon Meeting.
  It is also open to any visitors who would like to attend. 
  The Stated meeting is for Masons only.
 

Request to the families of our Brethren
Please notify the Lodge if our Brother is in the hospital or incapacitated in any way at: 

949-830-7011 or newportmesa604@cox.net

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Huntington Bch, CA

Permit No. 522

Visit our Lodge Website:
www.nm604.org

Please join us for our monthly gathering, we would love to see you and your family there!

Address Service Requested

mailto:newportmesa604%40cox.net?subject=
http://www.nm604.org
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Newport Mesa Lodge No. 604

Grand Master of Masons of California: Most Worshipful Stuart A. Wright
Inspector, 907th Masonic District: Craig Reade, PM

 Good morning, afternoon, and evening brothers and friends!

 We the end of the year is finally here. And what a year it has been! We were are able
 to sneak in one more degree, and pass Brother Highland to the degree of Fellowcraft. I
 want to say congratulations once again to Brother Highland on his fine work and I can’t
 wait to see you raised to the sublime degree of master mason.

Now as master I usually take this time to talk about what we have coming up , but it’s the end of my 
year so I get to take a look back at what we have done and see that we raised a ton of money for two 
great causes, served a bunch of great people at the soup kitchen, conferred 14 degrees, gained 3 
affiliations, watched our grand master present a check at Angel Stadium, had a great time fishing with 
family and friends, treated our widows and seniors to lunch, had several exceptional speakers at our 
education events, improved our building with some long over due needs, watched our Job’s Daughters 
grow up and grow in numbers, see our DeMolay Chapter rise once again, had some fun with Tustin at 
our picnic, helped Hoag Hospital raise some much need blood donations, collected food for students 
who just want to education themselves, honored a great brother with the Hiram, and helped some 
brothers in need of strong hand and a loving heart. Truly, I could keep going on and on about how great 
the year has been and the many great things all of the brothers, families, and friends have 
accomplished. But I think the greatest accomplishment is seeing our family grow and continue to come 
together. 

I have seen our guys and girls come together to laugh and sometimes cry. To cheer and boo. To shout 
and occasionally dance. We may not be the biggest lodge around. but I can say with complete 
confidence that we have the biggest hearts around. You see, when ever anyone has needed anything. In 
anyway, shape, or form. The brothers and our family responded in the most amazing way. The stood up, 
and without a moments pause or any question why, said “What do you need and how can I help?”. And 
this is a very rare trait these days. It a world of social media bullying, political fighting, and 
self-centered actions. The idea of helping others and expecting nothing in return is fading away. But 
not at our lodge. And that is an accomplishment so great and so big it can be measured by any data or 
facts, but the size of our hearts and our actions. 

I have been a member of several organization from the time I was kid and while they all talked a big 
game, none of them were able to put their money where their mouths were. 
And it because of that, that I am so proud to call myself a mason, brother, and member of Newport 
Mesa Lodge # 604 and I can’t thank the brethren enough for allowing me to be a part of this great 
lodge and be in a position to lead.

From the East



It truly has been the highlight of my life to be the master of this lodge. To watch everyone grown in the 
best way ever. I want to say thank you to my officers for all of your support and efforts through out the 
year. You guys have worked your butts off all year and it’s because of you that things went so well. 
To all of the Jobies and the moms. Thank you for always making me smile and having fun with me in the 
kitchen. To Worshipful Keith our officer’s coach and Worshipful Barr our head candidate’s coach. Thank 
you for all your hard work. We are better ritualists, officers, and learned candidates because of you two 
gentlemen.

Finally, I wanted to thank my wife Jill. She has been my rock, my sounding board, my therapist, my 
partner in crime, and my road warrior through my entire masonic journey. She has helped more than she 
knows. No mason ever starts, continues, or completes his journey without a strong partner behind him. 
And she is all of that and more to me. Thank you honey. I love you more than you will ever know.  

Now one last word of advice from the east. For the brothers that joined this year or recently. Never 
stop working. Your ashlar will never be perfect, but that doesn’t mean you stop trying. Anything worth 
doing, is worth doing well and to its fullest. If you have an idea, thought, or suggestion about how do 
anything. Do not hesitate to tell someone. And if they don’t listen tell someone else. Never forget we 
all meet on the level. From the youngest entered apprentice to the worshipful master in the east. No 
one person or brother is higher or more important than the other. Don’t be afraid to make this lodge 
your own. 

Thank you all again for your support. I love all of you guys. See you soon. 

With brotherly love and affection,

Gary Shumate
Worshipful Master

 Happy Holidays everyone! I would like to start by wishing everyone a safe holiday 
 season this year full of love and harmony. 

 Well the end of the year is here and though lodge activities are usually pretty slim we
 do still have our lodge Christmas party in December 8 at 6pm. It will be held at our usual 

spot, Brother Sandbar’s.  Then don’t forget our Lodge installation of 2019 officers December 15 at 1pm! 
This year we would also like to collect new unwrapped toys at the installation. If possible please 
donate. 

As I’ve stated before this is the last year of the printed trestle board! Please contact me if you 
absolutely need and want a printed version . 

It’s been an honor to serve as Newport Mesa’s Senior Warden. Thank you all.

Diego Verduzco
Senior Warden

From the East Continued

From the West
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Trestle Board Sponsors

Brother 
Nicholas B. Grossman

Attorney at Law

(714) 677-2590

Nov. 14th: Bro. Highland received his 2nd Degree

November Degree



12/3  John Webb  
12/5  Ned Bourjlian  
12/7  Nicholas Jacobs, PM
12/10  William Hagerman  
12/12  Richard Stuart, Ph.D 
12/13  Philip Bradley  
12/14  Bill Horn  
12/15  Jay Erwin  
12/16  Ara Assadourian  
12/17  Michael Kosareff  
12/17  Gregory Lee  
12/18  Kurt Handshuh, PM
12/20  Hafez  Khanna Khjavani  
12/23  Bruce Carter  
12/27  Reginald Fifer Jr. 
12/29  Lee Risch  
12/31  Raul Verduzco   

 1989  Jack Paris, PM
 1989  Rolf Anderson, PM
 1990  Dixon Webb Jr., PM
 1995  Jerry French, PM
 1999  Thomas Orr
 1999  William Housley, PM
 2001  Vincent Ko, PM (337)
 2002  William Knowles, PM
 2007  Albert Jazwiecki
 2008  John Armstrong Jr.
 2009  Thomas Radtke
 2011  Omar Blanchard
 2012  Glenn Norman
 2013  James Barr Jr., PM
 2014  Luke Keith, PM
 2014  Kurt Handshuh, PM (693)
 2015  Charles Peck Jr., PM
 2018  Diego Verduzco
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 12/17 Rosendo Hernandez
 12/17 Hal McLaughlin  
 12/29 Lee Risch 
 12/29 William Knowles, PM 

Birthdays this Month Living Hiram Award Recipients

Third Degree Anniversaries

12/09 Luis Perez
12/09 Thomas Trooien
12/10  Dorby Sims 
12/11  Charles Kelly
12/16  Alfred Kirsch, PM
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Dec Mon 3 6:30 PM OSI
Dec Tue 4 6:00 PM Hall Association
Dec Wed 5 6:00 PM Stated Dinner
Dec Wed 5 7:00 PM King Solomon 

Meeting
Dec Wed 5 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Dec Sat 8 6:00 PM Christmas Party
Dec Sat 15 1:00 PM Installation of 2019 

Officers

Newport Mesa OfficersDecember Events

Click below to follow us:

Subscribe to our
Calendar

Subscribe to recieve email 
updates

Download the lodge 
app and stay in touch with 

your brothers!

facebook

instagram

twitter

Master:
Gary Shumate (Jill)
(714) 313-5646
thous2000@hotmail.com

Junior Deacon:
Michael Soriano
(773) 758-0610
mike.soriano84@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Nicholas Troup
(714) 371-3134
ngtroup@gmail.com

Chaplain:
Blair Birtcher
(949) 929-5513
birtcherblair@gmail.com

Marshal:
Jeffrey Castellano (Lois)
(949) 922-0645
jcastellano27@me.com

Junior Steward:
Chris Dennis (Shawnna)
(714) 931-7360
chris.dennis@ca.rr.com

Senior Steward:
Matthew Ward
(714) 331-7790
daisypusherward@gmail.com

Trestle Board Editor:
Jeffrey Castellano (Lois)
(949) 922-0645
jcastellano27@me.com

Secretary:
John Armstrong (Sandy)
(949) 830-7011
jarmstrong@cox.net

Assistant Secretary:
William Knowles, PM (Lisa)
(949) 631-5523
dockay4@gmail.com

Inspector:
Craig Reade, PM  (Sheryl)
(657) 215-0051
creade@district907.com

Head Candidates Coach:
James Barr, PM
(714) 225-2277
dadbarr@gmail.com

Masonic Education:
R. Diego Verduzco
(714) 743-9246
r.diego.verduzco@gmail.com

Organist:
Glenn Norman (Natalia)
(949) 294-4057
gkmn59@gmail.com

Tiler:
Matthew Pike (Andres)
(617) 201-6578
mattxpike@gmail.com

Fraternal Support:
James Barr, PM
(714) 225-2277
dadbarr@gmail.com

Officers Coach:
Luke Keith, PM (Marshaleen)
(949) 554-5072
lukeckeith@yahoo.com

Junior Warden:
Justin Lewis
(714) 206-8305
jtoddlewis74@gmail.com

Senior Warden:
R. Diego Verduzco
(714) 743-9246
r.diego.verduzco@gmail.com

Senior Deacon:
Charles Kelly (Lisa)
(714) 349-3567
charlesthomaskelly@yahoo.com

If you would like to add an article or flyer to the 
Trestle Board please submit it to the Editor by the 

15th of the month at: jcastellano27@me.com

http://bit.ly/2isgwcf
mailto:secretary%40nm604.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20email%20distribution%20list
http://bit.ly/nm604app
http://bit.ly/2hJX3GH
http://bit.ly/2jAomUH
http://bit.ly/2hIxR3F

